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MOBILE BLACK SPOT PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.09 pm]: 
In June 2018, the federal government announced $25 million for round 4 of the national Mobile Black Spot 
Program. Western Australia has been the largest state contributor to the program to date. Our government has 
funding in the budget for round 4 of the program, which we will willingly co-invest if we are satisfied there has 
been adequate engagement with WA on the blackspot locations. 
Hon Bridget McKenzie, federal Minister for Regional Communications, wrote to me last month inviting the 
WA government to register coverage gaps on the national blackspot database. The database can be used by mobile 
network operators and infrastructure providers to help identify locations for potential investment. The deadline for 
submissions was given as 11 October 2018. Last week I wrote to the federal minister seeking an extension of the 
database registration deadline of three weeks, to 1 November 2018. The Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development is currently conducting a needs analysis and prioritisation study to identify and rank 
a broader group of locations for co-investment. This is a substantial undertaking, given WA’s size, the sheer scale 
of coverage needs, and the large number of stakeholders being consulted, including 109 local governments. The 
state’s study will be completed in early November. If the commonwealth deadlines are not extended, only a limited 
number of locations will have been evaluated before round 4 applications open, potentially leading to suboptimal 
funding decisions. In order to secure the best possible coverage outcomes for our regional businesses and 
communities, I urge the federal government to consider our request. 
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